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last Qutside National Hotel Kills 6

By Aex Fak
FTAFF WEITER
A bomb went off Teesday oulside the
emnirarce in the Matienal Hotzl i the
et of Moscom, killing six people, pos-
sibly incloding & suicide bomber, and in-
Juring 14,

Palice satd tey suspoct it was a tee-
rorist Atinck bud were not ruling out the
sediling of business svores, Moscow

Mnyor Yiery Lahko, however, said the
bomb was set off by a femnle subcide
Bomnber whase izl largel was the Stale
Dhamss

Prosident Wiadimdr Putin called the
flast “the sctions of criminals, terror-
="

Palse saigd many of the mjured weng
stadents. including from Moscow State
Umiversitys journalism school and the

Sechenov Meoscow Medical Academy,
baath located mear the hotel, Cne of the
injured 15 a1 Chinese citizen. Five of the
mjured remamed m critical condition
late Tuesday.

The bomb went off a1 1053 a.m.
near the main enirance io the hotel on
Makhovaya Ulitsa, Four mangled bod-
izs caudd be seen on the sidewnlk
ang skand of glass, plus the sevensd

:Moscow Times

bead ol a biomd wisnezn lyimg nesir a
black Mercedes. A sixth person died on
the way to the hospital. police sakd.

I saw these hies of flesh, these Eairy
chumks of Desh scatlered :’\.‘:rg.'wl'.r.n:.:'
saill & British man who armived af the
hotel shortly after the explosion and
askod nof to be named, “If was just
Funcking amfual.”

See BLAST, Pags 4
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A lone black briefcase stood undam-
aged near the severed head. Several
hours later, a robot inspected the site of
the blast, and shortly afterward police
blew up the briefcase and what they de-
scribed as a second suspicious object.

No additional explosives were
found, police spokesman Kirill Mazurin
said.

Interfax, citing a police source, said
investigators had found “components™
of an explosives belt that could have
been used by a suicide bomber.

In the afternoon, police briefly evac-
uated the busy Kievsky Station, after
finding what they said was a suspicious
object beneath a train bound for
Chisinau, the capital of Moldova.

Investigators from the city police,
prosecutor’s office and the Federal Se-
curity Service combed the scene of the
explosion for evidence. The FSB would
not confirm that any evidence of terror-
ism had been found, but the prosecu-
tor's office is investigating it as terror-
ism.

“It was probably an act of terrorism
— thats our main theory,” said
Yevgeny Gildeyev, another police
spokesman, though he said investiga-
tors could not rule out that it was a set-
tling of business scores.

He said the decapitation of the
woman “suggests she had the bomb on
her or very near her,” which could im-
ply she was a suicide bomber.

Luzhkov said saw a videotape shot
by security cameras near the National
that recorded a woman who appeared
to be a suicide bomber. She was carry-
mg a black bag that contained explo-
sives and was wearing “the classic
shakhid belt under her coat,” he said on
NTV television. He did not claborate.

Luzhkov compared the bombing to
the two explosions on July 5 at a rock
concert at the Tushino airfield, which
killed 16 people and injured dozens.

The blasts were blamed on Chechen fe-
male suicide bombers said to be wear-
ing belts filled with explosives and
scraps of metal.

Five days later, guards at the Imbir
restaurant on Tverskaya-Yamskaya
stopped a 22-year-old woman carrying a
bomb in a bag. The bomb later ex-
ploded, killing an FSB sapper. Police
said it was an attack organized by a ter-
ror rming traming female suicide
bombers.

Earlier Tuesday, Luzhkov said one
and possibly two female bombers had
asked a passerby the way to the Duma,
located down the street from the hotel,
on the other side of Tverskaya Ulitsa.
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A sapper dressed in a green protective suit examining the scene of the bomb blast outside the National Hotel on Tuesday.




“Evidently, the bomb went off by
accident,” he told Interfax.

His spokesman, Sergei Tsoi, linked
the blast to Sunday’s Dumas elections.
“We can say with certainty that this was
a terrorist acl. This terrorist act was
linked 1o the elections 1o the State
Duma,” Tsoi told reporters at the
oene.

Gildeyey said he did not know
where Luzhkov’s office got such mfor-
mation. “I have not heard this version
[from investigators],™ he said,

When an explosion rocked the
Pushkin Square underpass in August
2000, killing 13 people, Luzrhkov was
quick to say that he suspected a
“Chechen trail.” Investigators later de-
termined that the explosion was most
likely the settling of personal or busi-
ness scores. Despite this, the memorial
plague at the site is dedicated to the
“victims of the terrorist act.”

Late Tuesday, police were still look-
ing for a woman whom witnesses have
placed near the scene of the bombing
and “who could have been involved in
the blast — and I stress, could have
been,” Gildeyev said.

Four of the six people killed by the
explosion have been identified. They
are: Serpei Kashtanov, Ivan Anisimkin,
Igor Aripov and Inga Gizoyeva, who
initially came under some suspicion be-
cause she was bom in Viadikavkaz and
was only recently registered in
Moscow. Investigators later deter-
mined she was probably not involved in
the bombing, Interfax reported.

Police said they have heen unable to
cstablish the identities of two other
wamen, having only found Fragments
of their bodies.

Mo guests or staff at the National
Hotel were hurt, said Anna Amosova,
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spokeswoman for the hotel, which is
owned by the city.

Qlga Trumen, 16 and Yelena Maxi-
mova, 17, said they had just come out of
the Manezh Square shopping center
across the street from the hotel when
they heard the blast. “It was this ear-
piercing boom, but [ wouldn't say it was
a huge explosion. [ didn't see any smoke
or fire until later,” Maximova said.

“Tourists with video cameras and
what looked like reporters™ were the
first on the scene, and police amived
minuies later, she said.

Dorens of reporters and cameramen
were bunched up outside the entrance
to the shopping center during the day
whilc waiting for information from offi-
cials on the scene, which was cordoned
off.

A clean-shaven young man with a
large msignmia from the ultranationalist

D TARSFITY | W1

A second-floor window in the National Hotel that was broken by the force of the biact.

Liberal Democratic Party on his coat
walked around the periphery, saying he
was awaiting the armival of LDPR lcader
Viadimir Zhininovsky. The suicide
bombers were clearly on their way to
the Duma, he said. “This should put an
end to all that talk about amnesty. No
amnesty, no deal for these swine.”

Sergei Goncharow, president of an
association of velerans of the Alpha
commando unit, said the bombing was
clearly a reaction from Chechen fighters
to the resulis of the State Duma elec-
tions.

“How else could they publicize
themselves? I it were not in the cenier
of Moscow, who would remember it?
All international news agencies, you in-
cluded, are writing about this now.™

Staff writer Denis Maternovsky con-
ribted 1o this story.
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By Alex Fak
STARF WRITER

Police confirmed Wedncsday that the
deadly explosion outside the Mational
Hotel was the work of a famale suicide
bomber and said they were combing the
city for a suspected female accomplice
who fled the scene.

Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said
Tuesday’s bombing, which killed six, was
“a manifestation of international terror-
ism, aceording to its handwriting, ils
character and its content.”

Russia "does not sec yesterday's ter-
rorist a0t in Moscow as a manifestation
of Chechen terrorism,” Ivanoy said dur-
ing a visit to Bedin, Interfax .
“The ethnic origins of those who carried
out this ferrerist act have no bearing on
this case.”

The Federal Security Service. or
F5E, said it believed the al-Oaida terror-
15t network was involved,

A Moscow prosecutor linked the ai-
tiack 1o a series of recent blasts, including
the train bombing in the Stavropol re-
gion Fraday that killed 44 and the double
suicide hombings at the Toshino rock
concertin July that killed 16,

“All these blasts were organined by a
single group and coordinated from a sin-
gle eenter,” Prosecutor Grigory Shi-
nakov said.

Investigators were poring over hotel
security recordings of what took place
on Mokhovaya Ulitsa moments before
Tuesdays explosion. The Lapes show two
women walking toward each other and
the explosion oceurring as they draw
even, said National Hotel peneral dirce-
tor Yury Podkopsvey, who has watched
some of the tapes,

Police on Toesday ruled out the pos-
sihility that one of the two women,
Tatyana Komarova, 23, was imvolved in
the blast. The identity of the other
woman, the bomber, remains unknown,

Podkopayev said the tapes he saw do
not show the alleged accomplice that the
police were looking for Tuesday, Police
describedd the missing suspect as a
woman, 40 te 50, with Caucasian fea-
tures, 160 centimeters in height and
wearing a dark coat and dark fur hat.

Viadimir Kumerkov, who witnessed
the explosion, wld the newspaper
Chazeta in Wednesday’s issue that he saw
a woman thrown to the ground by the
blast. “She laid there for a while, then
got up and walked off," he said,

Five of the 14 people injured in the
explosion remained in critical condition
Wedncaday, health officials said. Many
of the injured were students.

The bombing took place on the minth
anniversary of the start of the first

Chechen war. Yiemya Novostei noted
that the head of the FSBs Chechen
branch recently dismissed reports that
Chechen suicide bombers were h:adm,g
into other regions as “an invention.”
“Yesterday, the ‘invention” blew up in
the center of Moscow,” the newspaper
said, 2

“The consequences of vesterday’s sct
of terror are easy to foresee no matier
who carried it out,” Kommersant said,
"“The blasts will lead to tougher actions
by federal forces in Chechnya and the
surrounding regions and (o tougher
MCASUTES AEAins lerroTism nationwide.
And it is the fight against terrorism that
remains President [Viadimir] Putin's
trump card.”

Ne one has dlaimed responsibility for
the attack. Chechen rebel web site
kavkaztv suggested it was the work of
Russian security services.

Police Hunt oromb Suspect
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Pave| Felgenhauer, sn independent
defense analyst, said the masterminds
were probably not affiliated with main-
siream Chechen fighters such as rebel
leader Aslan Maskhadov and warlord
Shamil Basawyev,

“Attacks by the mainstream are
more combat-oriented,” he said.

“They would have blown up some-
thing more substantial than 4 few stu-
dents.”

But taking into account the world-
wide media coverage it received, the
hiast was just as successful from a public-
ity standpomt, he said,

“Fighting in Chechriya has no politi-
cal resonance, but even a small blast in
Moscow has great deal of it,” Felgen-
hauver said. “A series of such blasts could
influence political life in Russia and
even hurt President Putin, We can ex-
pect more of this.”




